
Transportation Committee 
2/20/2020 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
Engineering Department ● engineer@penfield.org ● 585-340-8681 

 

 
TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

Thursday, February 20th, 2020 
 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER:  
 
 Present:  Sarah Clauser, Jason Ebbs, Laurie Enos, Andy Moore, Mary Sweeney, Eric Tait,   
   Mark Valentine, Sgt. Matt Mackenzie  
 
 Guests:  Lee and Eric Schickler of 25 Highledge Drive, Ext. 
   Sara Matteson of 18 Woodline Drive 
   Kevin Leas and Lisa Danish of 5 Highledge Drive 
   John Wilkie of 62 Clearview Drive 
   Kevin Gallagher of 1973 Dublin Road 
 
II.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
  a.   November 21st, 2019 –  Laurie Enos motioned to approve the minutes.  Mary Sweeney 
   seconded the motion. 
 
III.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Public participation was moved to the last agenda item. 
 
 
IV.  COMMITTEE DISCUSSIONS:   Item "c" on the agenda was discussed first to accommodate the  
    attending guests. 
 

c. Request for Stop Sign at Woodline Drive and Highledge Drive 
 

Several residents from the Woodline/Highledge/Clearview Drive area attended the meeting 
with a request for a stop sign at the intersection of Highledge Drive and Woodline Drive. 
 
Sara Matteson of 18 Woodline Drive stated that there are many children in the area that walk 
to the bus stop at that intersection. Vehicles are constantly using the neighborhood as a cut 
through from Baird Rd and Penfield Rd (Route 441), which makes for a heavier traffic flow. 
 
Eric Schickler of 25 Highledge Drive stated that there was a large bush located on 19 
Highledge Drive obstructing the view of the road when turning from Woodline Drive. 
 
Andy Moore asked if the owner of the property has been contacted in regards to possibly 
having the hedge removed.  Mr. Schickler replied that they are an elderly couple with some 
health problems and didn’t want to impose on them. 
 
Andy Moore asked Mark Valentine if there is a jurisdiction pertaining to visibility on roadways.  
Mark replied that the town has jurisdiction to trim any trees that impede into the roadways.  
The Town's zoning code also has restrictions on objects impacting sight distances at 
intersections. 
 
John Wilkie of 62 Clearview Drive stated that current stop signs in the neighborhood are 
never observed and he feels there needs to be disciplinary action.   
 
Mark Valentine stated that when determining if a stop sign is warranted, there is a balance of 
concerns as far as ripple effect of traffic, and site distances.  Unfortunately, there is no town 
police force in Penfield to heavily monitor the area.  Sometimes too many stop signs can 
have the reverse effect on traffic.  Young children will also automatically assume if a stop sign 
is in place, traffic will stop, which leads to a false sense of security. 

mailto:engineer@penfield.org


Transportation Committee 
2/20/2020 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
Engineering Department ● engineer@penfield.org ● 585-340-8681 

 
Mr. Wilkie said that he has communicated with neighbors as to what he has observed with 
speeding issues, and the disregard of stop signs. 
 
Lisa Danish of 5 Highledge Drive stated that she agrees with Mr. Wilkie and would like to see 
some kind of disciplinary action put in motion. 
 
Sgt. Mackenzie stated that a "special attention request" can be requested for the area to put 
a heavier Monroe County Sheriff presence in place.  He also asked if any of the residents 
have contacted the school bus garage to see if there may be a safer location for the bus stop. 
 
Sara Matteson replied that they have already reached out to the school district with no 
results.  She also state that there are many runners in the area which has become 
dangerous. 
 
Lee Schickler of 25 Highledge Drive stated that a car almost hit her while driving on 
Highledge. 
 
Andy Moore offered the following plan of action: 
 

 Send letter out to neighbors regarding dangers and the potential for additional, 
unscheduled police presence. 

 
 Sgt. Matt Mackenze will add the Woodline/Highledge/Clearview to list of areas in 

need of extra monitoring. 
 

 Speed cart and/or traffic counters will be put in place once weather permits 
(spring/summer) to avoid damage to lawns and potential damage to speed strips 
from snow plows. 
 

 Sara Matteson agreed to be the liaison between the committee and neighborhood 
residents. 

     
   The Committee unanimously agreed to move forward with the above plan of action. 
 
   Sgt. Mackenzie added that the sheriff's office cannot issue any tickets based on observed  
   traffic violations by residents because it has to be witnessed by a police officer.  However, he  
   stated that if a resident witnesses a traffic violation, to get a license plate number.  That way,  
   a sheriff can contact the individual(s) and put them on notice. 
 
    

a. Plank Road and Shoecraft Road Intersection Concerns 
  

Mark explained Supervisor LaFountain had received a resident complaint regarding traffic not 
stopping at the Plank Road/Shoecraft Rd intersection.  This intersection currently has a 
flashing red light.  One resident suggested a three color traffic light be implemented instead 
of the flashing red light.   
 
County DOT was contacted regarding these concerns, however, is not supportive to 
changing the traffic light for the following reasons: 
 
 

 The traffic volume is insufficient to meet the traffic signal warrant criteria 
 

 Overhead flashing red light is already in place 
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 Traffic signals allow for full speed passage and the consequences of not stopping 
can be more severe that not stopping at a four way stop 

 
 
An email was also sent to the Sheriff's office requested extra police presence in the area. 
The resident was informed of the DOT's feedback and there has been no response from 
them.   
 

   The Committee unanimously agreed that no further action is required. 
 
 

  b. Pedestrian Crossing Safety  
 

Sarah Clauser explained that Supervisor LaFountain received an email from a resident 
regarding safe pedestrian crossing.  She stated that the Village of Pittsford has implemented 
a flag system.  Containers are placed on each side of the crossings with orange flags in 
them that pedestrians can hold while they cross the street.  Once across the street, they 
place the flag back in a container. 
 
Some opinions by staff and the committee regarding usage of the flags are as follows: 
 

 Sarah stated that some pedestrians may expect traffic to stop because they have 
the flags, which is not always the case.  Upkeep of the flags would be costly if they 
are frequently misplaced or stolen. 

 
 Andy Moore stated that villages tend to have heavier foot traffic vs towns such as 

ours. 
 

 Mark Valentine agreed that the idea may work in a small village but our town is too 
spread out to benefit. 
 

   The Committee unanimously agreed with the following plan of action: 
 
Andy Moore asked staff to respond to the resident with the committee's feedback and staff 
will continue to research the idea and possibly revisit at a later date. 
 

 
  d. Speed Hump Request on Jewelberry  
 

Eric Tait was contacted by a resident that resides at 95 Jewelberry Drive requesting that 
speed humps be placed on Jewelberry Drive to slow down traffic.  He also was contacted by 
a resident on Willow Pond Way with a similar concern.  Eric spoke with both residents and 
explained the following reasons that the town is not in favor of speed humps: 
 

 Traffic tends to speed up in between speed humps. 
 

 Traffic tends to avoid speed humps by driving around them and up on lawns and 
sidewalks which makes for a dangerous situation and property damage. 

 
 Speed humps interfere with snow removal and causes damage to town plow trucks. 

 
Eric also stated that speed carts can be placed in both areas to help educate residents on 
their speeds and traffic counters to gather speed/count data.  Both residents were accepting 
of Eric's responses. 
 
 

    

mailto:engineer@penfield.org


Transportation Committee 
2/20/2020 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
Engineering Department ● engineer@penfield.org ● 585-340-8681 

 
   The Committee unanimously agreed with the following plan of action: 

 
Andy Moore directed Eric to follow up with the residents and implement the speed cart and 
traffic counters when the weather permits. 
 

  e. Five Mile Line Road - Atlantic Avenue Intersection Update  
 
   Andy Moore commented that there was an abundance of misinformation going around on  
   social media pertaining to the project. 
 
   Mark Valentine stated that instead of a roundabout, there will be four left turn lanes   
   constructed (one in every direction).  RG&E will have to relocate a gas regulator that is  
   currently located along Atlantic Avenue.  There will be no turn arrows, however, there will be  
   the ability to change the traffic light head and implement them in the future, if needed. 
 
   NYS DOT will be holding an informational meeting pertaining to the project on Tuesday,  
   March 3rd.  It will be held in the Town of Penfield auditorium from 4pm - 7pm. 
 
 
III.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:   
 
  Kevin Gallagher of 1973 Dublin Road attended the meeting with questions and comments  
  regarding various traffic safety concerns. 
 
  Mr. Gallagher asked if the town has data to show that the Town's sidewalk policy makes the  
  community safer.  
 
  Mark Valentine replied that it is not the intent of the sidewalk policy to gauge safety.  Sidewalks  
  are desired by residents for walkability. 
 
  Mr. Gallagher then asked if lighting provides safety and if the town has data to support this.  He  
  also asked what tools the town uses to evaluate the effectiveness of street lights. 
 
  Mark Valentine replied that residents usually request lighting to be implemented.  Within their  
  neighborhoods, the Town requires them at all intersections.  The town, as every municipality,  
  follows the Federal Highway Administration guidelines.  There is also the Traffic Calming   
  document available on the Town of Penfield website. 
 
  Mr. Gallagher asked if yellow slow down strips are effective. 
 
  Mark Valentine stated yes and that they are usually at the residents request and used in   
  situations to acknowledge a change to a residential area. 
 
  Mr. Gallagher asked what benchmark the town uses to track improvement in traffic safety from  
  year to year. 
 
  Mark Valentine stated that staff checks with the state and county for accident data.  However,  
  there are different variables from year to year which makes it difficult to compare data results. 
 
  Sgt. MacKenzie explained that roadways cannot be monitored 100% of the time and voluntary  
  compliance by drivers is not realistic. 
 
   
 
 

mailto:engineer@penfield.org


Transportation Committee 
2/20/2020 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
Engineering Department ● engineer@penfield.org ● 585-340-8681 

  Mr. Gallagher then asked Mark Valentine to project a slide show from the following website which 
  he reviewed with the committee and staff: 
 

http://penfieldnycalmroads.altervista.org/Pen2020/therule01.htm 
 
  Mr. Gallagher still feels that Dublin Road needs attention regarding speeding and he feels that the 
  state, county, and town is breaking the law.   
 
  Sarah Clauser reviewed the email that was received from NYSDOT regarding Mr. Gallagher's  
  concern of traffic passing on the shoulder and not maintaining shoulders.  Mr. Gallagher does not 
  agree with the staff, committee and DOT and may choose to take legal action against them.  He  
  also submitted a list of requests which he would like forwarded to the committee. 
 

 
V.  OTHER BUSINESS: 
  
VI.  HELD ITEMS 
 
VII.  NEW BUSINESS 

 
VIII.  NEXT MEETING: March 2nd, 2020  
 
IX.  ADJOURNMENT: 7:30 pm 
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